
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2015

Community  
Asset Transfer
Stage 2: Asset Transfer Form 

Using this form will help you to make sure you include all the required information.

You should read the asset transfer guidance provided by the Scottish Government before 

making a request along with the local guidance provided on the Council’s Asset transfer 

website.

The Council actively wishes to support community groups to meet the ambitions of their local 

communities and can provide practical advice and support through our local ward officers. You 

are strongly advised to contact the Council to discuss your proposals before making an asset 

transfer request. 

Further guidance is available on the Council’s asset transfer Website

When completed, this form must be sent to: 

CommunityAssetTransfer@dumgal.gov.uk

Or by post to: 

Community Development and Empowerment Manager

Communities Directorate

Dumfries and Galloway Council

Militia House

English Street

Dumfries

DG1 2HR

Tel: 030 33 33 3000

0337-17



This is an asset transfer request made under Part 5 of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015.

Section 1: 	 Information about the Community Tansfer Body (CTB) making the request

1.1	 Name of the CTB making the asset transfer request

1.2	 CTB address. This should be the registered address, if you have one.

Postal address:

Postcode:

1.3	 Contact details. Please provide the name and contact address to which correspondence in relation to this 

asset transfer request should be sent.

Contact name:

Postal address:

Postcode: Telephone:

Email:

We agree that correspondence in relation to this asset transfer request may be sent by email to the email 		

address given above. (Please tick to indicate agreement) 
 	

You can ask the relevant authority to stop sending correspondence by email, or change the email address, by 

telling them at any time, as long as 5 working days’ notice is given. 

1.4	 Please tick the relevant box to confirm the type of CTB and its official number, if it has one.

Company, and its company number is

Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), and its charity number is 

Community Benefit Society (BenCom), and its registered number is 

Unincorporated organisation (no number)

Please attach a copy of the CTB’s constitution, articles of association or registered rules.

1.5	 Has the organisation been individually designated as a community transfer body by the Scottish Ministers?

Yes No

Please give the title and date of the designation order:

1.6	 Does the organisation fall within a class of bodies which has been designated as community transfer bodies 

by the Scottish Ministers?

Yes No

If yes what class of bodies does it fall within? 



Section 2:	 Information about the land and rights requested

2.1	 Please identify the land to which this asset transfer request relates.

	 You should provide a street address or grid reference and any name by which the land or building is known. 

If you have identified the land on the relevant authority’s register of land, please enter the details listed 

there.

	 It may be helpful to provide one or more maps or drawings to show the boundaries of the land requested. If 

you are requesting part of a piece of land, you must attach a map and full description of the boundaries of 

the area to which your request relates. If you are requesting part of a building, please make clear what area 

you require. a drawing may be helpful.

2.2	 Please provide the UPRN (Unique Property Reference Number), if known.

	 This should be given in the relevant authority’s register of land

 UPRN:



Section 3: 	 Type of request, payment and conditions

3.1 Please tick what type of request is being made:

for ownership (under section 79(2)(a)) - go to section 3A

for lease (under section 79(2)(b)(i)) - go to section 3B

for other rights (section 79(2)(b)(ii)) - go to section 3C

3A - Request for ownership

What price are you prepared to pay for the land requested? : 

Proposed price: £

Please attach a note setting out any other terms and conditions you wish to apply to the request.

3B - request for lease

What is the length of lease you are requesting?

How much rent are you prepared to pay? Please make clear whether this is per year or per month.

Proposed rent: £  per

Please attach a note setting out any other terms and conditions you wish to be included in the lease, 

or to apply to the request in any other way.

3C - request for other rights

What are the rights you are requesting? 

Do you propose to make any payment for these rights? 

Yes No

If yes, how much are you prepared to pay? Please make clear what period this would cover, for example per 

week, per month, per day?

Proposed payment: £ per

Please attach a note setting out any other terms and conditions you wish to apply to the request.



Section 4:	 Community Proposal

4.1	 Please set out the reasons for making the request and how the land or building will be used.

	 This should explain the objectives of your project, why there is a need for it, any development or changes 

you plan to make to the land or building, and any activities that will take place there.



Benefits of the proposal

4.2	 Please set out the benefits that you consider will arise if the request is agreed to.

	 This section should explain how the project will benefit your community, and others. Please refer to the 

guidance on how the relevant authority will consider the benefits of a request.



Restrictions on use of the land

4.3	 If there are any restrictions on the use or development of the land, please explain how your project will 

comply with these.

Restrictions might include, amongst others, environmental designations such as a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSI), heritage designations such as listed building status, controls on contaminated land or planning 

restrictions.

Negative consequences

4.4	 What negative consequences (if any) may occur if your request is agreed to? How would you propose to 

minimise these?

You should consider any potential negative consequences for the local economy, environment, or any group 

of people, and explain how you could reduce these.



Capacity to deliver

4.5	 Please show how your organisation will be able to manage the project and achieve your objectives.

	 This could include the skills and experience of members of the organisation, any track record of previous 

projects, whether you intend to use professional advisers, etc.



Section 5:	 Level and nature of support

5.1	 Please provide details of the level and nature of support for the request, from your community and, if 

relevant, from others.

	 This could include information on the proportion of your community who are involved with the request, 

how you have engaged with your community beyond the members of your organisation and what their 

response has been. You should also show how you have engaged with any other communities that may be 

affected by your proposals.



Section 6:	 Funding

6.1	 Please outline how you propose to fund the price or rent you are prepared to pay for the land, and your 

proposed use of the land.

You should show your calculations of the costs associated with the transfer of the land or building and 

your future use of it, including any redevelopment, ongoing maintenance and the costs of your activities. 

All proposed income and investment should be identified, including volunteering and donations. If you 

intend to apply for grants or loans you should demonstrate that your proposals are eligible for the relevant 

scheme, according to the guidance available for applicants.



Signature

Two office-bearers (board members, charity trustees or committee members) of the community transfer body 

must sign the form. They must provide their full names and home addresses for the purposes of prevention and 

detection of fraud.

This form and supporting documents will be made available online for any interested person to read and 

comment on. Personal information will be redacted before the form is made available.

We, the undersigned on behalf of the community transfer body as noted at section 1, make an asset 

transfer request as specified in this form. 

We declare that the information provided in this form and any accompanying documents is accurate to 

the best of our knowledge.

Name

Address

Date

Position

Signature

Name

Address

Date

Position

Signature

Please see checklist of accompanying documents over the page



Checklist of accompanying documents

To check that nothing is missed, please list any documents which you are submitting to accompany this form.

Section 1 - you must attach your organisation’s constitution, articles of association or registered rules

Title of document attached: 

Section 2 - any maps, drawings or description of the land requested

Documents attached:

Section 3 - note of any terms and conditions that are to apply to the request

Documents attached:

Section 4 - about your proposals, their benefits, any restrictions on the land or potential negative consequences, 

and your organisation’s capacity to deliver.

Documents attached:

Section 5 - evidence of community support

Documents attached:

Section 6 - funding

Documents attached:


	Name of CTB: Gatehouse of Fleet Community Centre Association
	Postcode: 
	Postal address: 
	Postal address 2: 
	Contact name: 
	Telephone: 
	Check Box1: Yes
	Postcode 2: 
	Company and number: 
	SCIO and number: SC050240
	BenCom and number: 
	Email: 
	If yes what class: Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation
	Please identify the land: The parcel of land whose transfer is requested is located adjacent to the Gatehouse Community Centre, Dromore Road, Gatehouse of Fleet DG7 2 JX. The ownership of the Community Centre is confirmed by the attached document Appendix A (Land Register of Scotland reference KRK13287) and the existing site boundary is shown in red on the included map.

We wish to acquire the parcel of land adjacent to the rear of the Community Centre. The national grid reference of the parcel is NGR NX 59681 56310 and is outlined in blue on the attached map Appendix B. This land is bounded to the north by the footpath from Dromore Road to the Primary School, to the west by Dromore Road, to the south by the existing footprint of the community centre and to the east by the access path to the school playground.

The UPRN of the Community Centre building is 137079982


	Title and date of designation order: 
	UPRN: UPRN 137079982
	Length of lease: N/A
	Proposed price: nil
	per: 
	Proposed rent: 
	Proposed payment: 
	per 2: 
	Reasons for request: We are part way through a project to redevelop Gatehouse Community Centre to ensure the town retains a community centre into the future.  The current building dates from 1927 and was built as a school not a Community Centre; it's in poor condition and requires a minimum of about £1,000,000 to bring it back into a reasonable state without any improvements. It is expensive and inefficient to heat and maintain and we are constantly facing failures in both fabric and services. Some are very serious and twice in the last couple of years we’ve been facing closure unless we undertook very expensive repairs to the electrical installation and the gable end. Without this redevelopment the town will in time lose its Community Centre.  To date we have carried out  building condition surveys (funded by RCBF 2021) and  a widespread community engagement exercise working with Community Enterprise and Sleeping Giants (funded by Awards for All) fully to understand the community’s aspirations for from the Centre (2022/3, commissioned architects to prepare 4 costed outline options (funded by CLLD/CLVF), consulted the community to determine their preferred option and submitted a pre planning application enquiry.

Our request for the strip of land currently owned by DGC but adjoining our land will allow us to increase the footprint of the building slightly to provide the range of facilities the community have said through the community engagement exercise they want from the centre. These include community space for hire, health and wellbeing activities and services, indoor sports facilities like a gym, a bigger hall, work and study space and facilities for visitors. The case for providing these facilities is supported by the in depth analysis undertaken by Community Enterprise/Sleeping Giants referred to above. We also know from ongoing discussions that The Snooker Club and the Community Church our anchor tenants on annual leases would like to continue to be accommodated as part of the development.  We have also been approached by the Under 5s Group to provide their own dedicated space for use by parents and carers and bookable by the NHS and DGC for child centred activities. 

A copy of the Community Enterprise and Sleeping Giants report is attached as Appendix D and the data appendices to this report as Appendix E
	Benefits of proposal: Our project will provide people in Gatehouse and more widely across the region with a modern welcoming facility to meet the needs and wishes expressed in the community engagement survey. Instead of an old school building (which despite our best efforts is hard to heat adequately, poorly equipped, inflexible in layout, a constant battle to maintain at even a basic level and at risk of major failure in fabric or services), the community will have a purpose built facility which will extend the range of activities available, e.g. space for indoor sports and exercise, suitably equipped facilities for work and study including remote working and lifelong learning. There will be space for, and digital connectivity to, health and well-being services locally whether in person or remotely which is likely to become increasingly important in view of changing demographics and reduced resources. There will also be attractive exhibition space and full digital connectivity for cinema and live performance. All in a building which will make a positive contribution to the achievement of net zero, be more efficient to run and maintain to high standards, reflect the need for long term sustainability, be flexible to meet changing needs over time and a source of pride for the town. The outline plans on which we are consulting include an option for inclusion of bunkhouse accommodation which would support tourism, in particular affordable low impact tourism, and meet short term accommodation needs for incoming workers both directly contributing to the local economy. We shall incorporate a Changing Places Toilet and ensure that all fixtures, fittings, finishings, colour schemes etc reflect the diverse needs of our users e.g. acknowledging sensory difficulties and neuro diversity. We aim to develop some outside area as a green space to create a community garden for relaxation and outside activities and, hopefully, a kitchen garden to grow produce. The plans also include a fully equipped catering standard kitchen which in addition to use by hirers for refreshments can also be used as a community kitchen to bring people together to make meals and learn cooking skills perhaps using produce from the community garden area. None of these is possible in our current building. The vision is for a community centre that will be a focal point for the community bringing people together to do the things they want to do locally, comfortably and affordably opening up opportunities for everyone at whatever stage in their lives.

Our development project will provide a locally owned and managed community centre acting as a meeting place for groups e.g. parents and carers with pre-school children, older people, offering leisure and, sports facilities, study spaces and work spaces. It will also offer opportunities for volunteering and, access to creative and educational activities to build confidence, resilience and social cohesion. Without this project there will be no scope to offer any of these as the current building is deteriorating significantly and will at some point be beyond economic repair. Data from the Community Insight database which shows that Gatehouse has a population with 33.9% of people are aged 65+, (above the averages of 26.3% in Dumfries and Galloway and 19.3% in Scotland); with over 17% aged 55-64 and   thus reaching retirement age within the next decade; 20.5% of pensioner households living alone (above the average of 13.1% in Scotland); 23.7% with a limiting long-term illness (above the averages of 21.8% in Dumfries and Galloway and 19.6% in Scotland); and 45% in the lowest SIMD 10% for geographical access to services. Gatehouse is further classified as a remote rural area with the nearest settlement of over 10,000 people 30 - 60 minutes’ drive time away.  Limitations on public transport  reduce access to essential public services and leisure facilities for the whole  community but with particular impacts on older and younger and people,  disadvantaged groups and anyone at risk of social isolation for any reason.

	What are the rights: N/A
	Negative consequences: We are unaware of any negative consequences as the strip of land in question is relatively small and currently unused.   
	Capacity to deliver: The Board comprises individuals from a range of professional backgrounds including senior posts in education (university and academy school), funding bodies and strategic local government.   As part of the community engagement work undertaken by Community Enterpriseand Sleeping Giants  a self assessed skills audit of the Board was carried out which showed particular skills in the areas of projects and initiatives; business planning and management; working with people; and communication.   

The project is currently managed by a sub-committee reporting to the Board and chaired by an experienced public sector programme manager.   Steady progress has been made to date with ongoing success in funding applications (see 4.1 above) and managing professional advisers.  Our earlier and current advisers (Community Enterprise/Sleeping Giants and Inch Architecture and Design respectively) were appointed by competitive tender.  In addition a retired construction project manager and MCIOB has offered his services to the Board as an informal adviser.



	Level and nature of support: We know that that a new community centre is needed having carried out an extensive community engagement exercise working with Community Enterprise and Sleeping Giants in in spring/summer 2022 (Appendices D and E). The survey comprised paper questionnaires delivered to all Gatehouse households, an online questionnaire, in-depth interviews with 19 external stakeholder organisations, focus groups at Gatehouse Primary School, a video featuring local residents posted on our Facebook page, a display at Gala Week Open Day. 

From the survey we now know that the local community want a facility that can provide community space for hire, health and wellbeing activities and services, indoor sports facilities like a gym and a bigger hall, work and study space and facilities for visitors. The case for providing these facilities is supported by the in depth analysis undertaken by Community Enterprise/Sleeping Giants referred to above. We also know from ongoing discussions that The Snooker Club and the Community Church would like to continue to be accommodated as part of the development and we have been approached by the Under 5s group for a discrete dedicated space to be held on a long term lease (like the Community Church and the Snooker Club) for use by parents and carers and bookable by eg NHS, DGC and third sector organisations .

With CLVF funding we commissioned Inch Architecture and Design to produce 4 outline designs and consulted the community on these from August to October 2023 via drop in sessions, targeted sessions with Gatehouse Primary School, the PTA, Wheels of Fleet, TGB and the Drop In and culminating in a public meeting on 7 October.  Approx. 100 members of the local community took part in this consultation. 

We have now submitted a pre planning application enquiry and updated the community on the plans through a display on the town noticeboard, in the community Centre and meetings with specific groups with a particular interest.


	Funding: We have attached our Business Case at Appendix F.  This is work in progress and will be continue to be developed as the project progresses and costs become clearer.  We are also developing a funding strategy to assist us in securing the capital funding required.
	Any restrictions: None known at this stage
	Signature: 
	Name 2: 
	Name 3: 
	Address 2: 
	Address 3: 
	Date 2: 
	Date 3: 
	Position 2: 
	Position 3: 
	Signature 2: 
	Type of document attached: Appendix A Constitution of Gatehouse of Fleet Community Centre Association
	Documents attached 1:  Appendix B Entry in Land Register of Scotland 
 Appendix C Land parcel requested for Asset Transfer
	Documents attached 2:  None
	Documents attached 3:  None
	Documents attached 4: Appendix D Community Enterprise/Sleeping Giants community consultation report
Appendix E Community Enterprise/Sleeping Giants community consultation report (Appendices)
	Documents attached 5: Appendix F CAT Business Case 
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